
Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 7-13, 2019  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

Requested in home

3/8/19

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

March 7, 2019Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Wellbeing
Page 10

See Sports Tourism,  Page 11

By Mike Salmon

The Gazette

C
reating an indoor ski
slope out of the
Lorton Landfill moun-
tain of trash is just

one idea that is part of a larger
proposal involving “sports tour-
ism,” that Supervisor Pat Herrity
(R-Springfield) supports so Fairfax
County can take advantage of this
possible financial gold mine.

“We could have ski teams in our
schools,” Herrity said, looking at
the bigger question surrounding
this notion of sports tourism. “Why
haven’t we looked at this before?”
he asked.

Herrity noted that there are 60
indoor ski facilities in the world,
but none in North America, so the
Lorton Landfill site would be the
first if it happens. “It’s got a sig-
nificant vertical drop already,” he
added.

Herrity is leading a task force to
look at the whole sports tourism
idea which also includes mountain
biking at the Fountainhead Moun-
tain Bike Trails, more sports fields
at Baron Cameron Park in Reston,
more baseball diamonds at Patriot
Park North and a Field House/Hard
Court/Indoor Track facility, aquatic
sports, ESports and more. The idea
is to leverage private dollars in pub-
lic-private partnerships to get these
facilities built and then used for

tournaments and other larger-scale
events where people will come
from all over the country, stay in
area hotels, eat in local restaurants
and feed the retail and tax base.

The task force was formed to
better understand the potential
economic impact of the $10 billion
and growing sports tourism mar-

ket and how the county could take
advantage of this market to diver-
sify its tax base and develop facili-
ties for county residents paid for
in whole or part by sports tourism
generated revenue, according to
its interim report.

“It makes sense,” Herrity said.
The first step for the indoor ski

facility is  “to work towards a ne-
gotiated P3 agreement and inves-
tigate ways to run the P3 negotia-
tion concurrently with the zoning
process,” the report read.

ON THE TASK FORCE
The task force – which consists

of representatives from the parks,
schools, Visit Fairfax, George Ma-
son University and private devel-
opers – is looking at the value of
potential sports/athletics tourism
opportunities and partnerships
and outline what investments the
county may be expected to make
to achieve these goals, the docu-

ment states.
In South County, there are four

of the top 10 mountain bike
courses in Virginia, said Paul Gil-
bert, director of Nova Regional
Parks. He is working on the moun-
tain bike part of the plan, which
would use several of the areas top-
rated trails in combination with
other existing facilities. Instead of
a race on one trail, he’s picturing
“more outdoor adventure sports,”
type of competition. The regional
park at Occoquan could be linked
to Fountainhead, and then to the
track at Wakefield park via the
Cross-County Trail. Some of this

connections may need the ap-
proval of private landowners and
“we’re seeing if we can get that
connection,” he said.

The Mountain Bike subcommit-
tee consists of Ernest Rodriguez,
president of MORE (Mid-Atlantic
Off-Road Enthusiast) Chapter of
the International Mountain Biking
Association; Steve DonTigny, ex-
ecutive director, MORE; and Chris-
tine Morin, chief of staff for Mount
Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck.
The River Rock bike event in Rich-
mond “is a good example,” of this
type of activity, said Gilbert.

River Rock is sponsored by Do-
minion Energy that incorporates
kayaking, climbing, arts, mountain
biking and other extreme-type
sports that Gilbert mentioned as
well. The MoCoEpic is a similar
event that Rodriguez is involved
with, and is part of his vision for
the Fairfax County mountain bik-
ing effort. Another example
Rodriguez noted is the Patapsco
Trail Fest in Maryland.

SEEKING SPONSORSHIP
Sponsorship is one element that

is needed for funding, and the
task force is reaching out to vari-
ous organizations. The off-road
bike magazine “Dirt Rag,” was
mentioned as one possibility for
the biking aspect. “We’re looking
to find a long-term or medium-
term sponsor,” said Gilbert. “Any
company that wants to have a
positive outdoor image would be
ideal,” he added.

Any parent that has children in
school sports knows that transpor-
tation can be a problem when
shuttling to various events, so the
“Task Force recommends that
where possible sports facilities be
clustered.” In Lorton for example,

The trail at Fountainhead will be part of a bigger ride.

Area sports facilities looked at for tournaments, tax revenue and expansion.

Sports Tourism May Be Next for Northern Virginia

Fountainhead’s mountain bike trail is in the top 10 across Virginia. See more about
the Sports Tourism Task Force at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/springfield/sports-tourism-
task-force
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Mike Salmon

The Gazette

A
t the Grist Mill Park Master Plan
Revision meeting on Monday,
March 4, there were two features
currently at the park that drew a

lot of attention from the attendees: the barn
and the mulch pile.

Both are prominently displayed upon en-
try to the park and there were many sug-
gestions for the barn, but, as for the mulch
pile, just make it go away. The barn is a
traditional red barn with silo and among
limited number of barns remaining in
Fairfax County where 100 years ago they
were common when it was largely a farm-
ing area.

“The barn is useful and should be pre-
served,” said Glen Fastinger, who suggested
using it for storage for the gardeners in the
county garden plots next to the barn or rent-
ing spaces for kayaks and canoes.

Jim Carmalt suggested a dinner theater,
while Tom Girard suggested a teen center.

This was the first meeting in a series of
steps to determine what the community
wants to do with the park to keep it a vi-
able part of the area off Mount Vernon High-
way.

“This is the first meeting in a relatively
long process,” said Judy Pedersen, the pub-
lic information officer at the Fairfax County
Park Authority. Supervisor Dan Storck (D-
Mount Vernon) reiterated that feeling. “This
is our opportunity,” he said. “How else can
we better utilize the space that’s there?”

Parking was another issue that many were
concerned about and during a popular Sat-
urday, there were cars on the grass, road-
side and wherever they could squeeze in.
Patricia Wheeler lives right across the street
and sees that “it gets crazy,” she said. “If
we’re downstairs watching TV, we catch

every set of headlights,”
she said.

Jim Hurley read the ad
for the meeting and was
concerned about the “dy-
namic park” wording that
was placed in the descrip-
tion. He didn’t want any
features that could make it
like a noisy amusement
park. “Keep it as green as
possible,” he said.

Lighting was another
improvement element, but
some were worried about
that as well. With Rich-
mond Highway a mile
down the road, the area
was already drenched in
light. Ted Thompson asked
how “it will impact our al-
ready not-dark sky,” he
said, and then cited work
with the International Dark
Skies Association.

According to the schedule that was on one
of the slides, the final decision on the park
improvements will go to the Park Authority
board in the winter of 2019 and then will
be put into action “as funding becomes
available,” said Andy Galusha, the FCPA
project manager.

A few parks a year begin this process and
the work eventually gets completed. “It’s a
continual updating process,” said Samantha
Hudson, the park planning supervisor.
Franconia District Park was looked at last
year for example, and recently got improve-
ments to its trails, lighting and public gar-
den plots.

The Park Authority is accepting Grist Mill
comments through email at
parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov or phone at
703-324-8662.

Park Authority forum looks at
parking, mulch pile and barn.

Changes Discussed for Grist Mill Park

Park Authority Public Information Officer Judy Pedersen led the discussion.

The barn is an icon on the Mount Vernon landscape so keeping it in one
form or another was a topic of conversation.Attendees from the surrounding neighborhood look at the park features.

Photos by Mike Salmon/The Gazette
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News

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

I
rish eyes were smiling as
thousands turned out
March 2 for the 38th annual
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in

Old Town.
Hosted by the Ballyshaners, a

local nonprofit dedicated to Irish
heritage, the day kicked off with
the annual Fun Dog Show in Mar-
ket Square before the parade
worked its way down King Street
in Old Town.

Longtime Alexandria resident
Shawn McLaughlin served as the
parade’s Grand Marshal.
McLaughlin, CEO of McLaughlin
Ryder Investments, led the parade,
which for the first time included
the New York City Police Depart-
ment Emerald Society Pipes and
Drums.  Other participants in-
cluded Irish dancers, the City of
Alexandria Pipes and Drums and

local Scout organizations.
Last year’s Grand Marshal, Pat

Troy, died just days after the pa-
rade that he founded 38 years ago.

“Pat passed away, leaving a large
absence in the Ballyshaners, his
Old Town neighborhood and our
city’s business,” said Ballyshaners
chairman Kim Moore. “The
Ballyshaners aim to continue our
dedication in the way that Pat
taught us.”

The Ballyshaners funds the pa-
rade through donations,
fundraisers and the city’s summer
Irish Festival. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ballyshaners.org.

Ballyshaners celebrate 38th annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade.Slainte!

Members of the Maple School of Irish Dance
perform during the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
March 2 in Alexandria.

Dancers from the Boyle School of Dance per-
form during the St. Patrick’s Day Parade March
2 in Old Town.

Performers from the Laureen O’Neill-James
School of Irish Dancing participate in the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade March 2 in Alexandria.

The ShamrockRs Irish Dancers Members of the NOVA Roller Derby Club

The William Ramsay Elementary School cheerleaders
perform during the St. Patrick’s Day parade March 2
in Alexandria.

The Kena
Shriners Car
Club

The Colonial Newfound-
land Rescue walk along
King Street during the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
in Old Town.

Photos by Mark Mogle/

The Gazette



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 7-13, 2019  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alex/Riverside Estates        $590,000
8312 Cherry Valley Lane

   Beautifully, renovated 4BR, 2.5BA home 
w/1 car garage-New Kitchen w/SS, and 
quartz counters, New baths, Interior 
freshly painted, Refinished hdwd 
floors, new carpeting in LL and New 
windows throughout.  Large deck w/
no-maintenance composite decking can 

be accessed from Master Bedroom, Kitchen & Dining Rm.  Family Rm w/FPL-
- Crown molding, 6 panel int. doors, recessed lighting. Great Location Minutes 
to Ft. Belvoir & GW Pkwy.

S
O
L
D

Alex/Riverside Estates        $519,900
8323 Blowing Rock

   Lovely 4BR, 2.5BA Split on a beautiful, 
.25 acre fenced lot!  Become a member 
of coveted Riverside Estates for the 
great price of $514,900.  Upgraded 
kitchen w/12” ceramic tile floor, 
granite counter tops & SS appliances.  
Double pane windows & 6 panel doors 

throughout.  Updated baths & hardwood floors covered by carpet on main & 
upper levels.  Barbecue and entertain out back on a charming slate patio.  This 
will go quickly – 10 minus to Ft. Belvoir, and 15 minutes to Old Town, Alex. 

Alex/Riverside Estates $589,000
3100 Battersea Lane

Beautifully updated 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial 
in popular Riverside Estates.  Double 
pane windows, kitchen with hardwood 
floors, granite counters/SS appliances.  
Baths all updated and nicely painted 
interior with newly refinished hardwood 
floors on main and upper levels.  Large 

walkup basement with fresh paint and new flooring.  8 minutes to Ft. Belvoir 
(S), 16 mins to Old Town, Alex (N).  Beautiful home and just minutes to the 
George Washington Parkway!!   

S
O
L
D

Alex/Riverside Park Hessick  $670,000
2201 Londonderry Road

This house will take you breath away… Private & 
beautifully landscaped .39 acre yard.  Large 2 car 
garage, stunning hdwd floors on main & upper levels 
plus beautiful solid stained 6 panel doors also on 
main & upper levels.  Beautifully painted interior, 
updated baths & double pane windows.  A spectacu-

lar & enchanting kitchen w/beautiful lite hdwd floors, stunning cherry cabinets, SS appliances, 
dark granite counters & a stunning center isle also w/granite plus 3 large pictures windows 
overlooking a fabulous front yard.  The lower level offers a 4th BR, beautiful half bath, Family 
room, laundry room extraordinaire plus a floored crawl space for extra storage.  This is a 10!!   
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Alex/Riverside Estates $544,900
8525 Wagon Wheel Road

Looking for primarily one level living?  You’ve 
Found It!! This lovely 2 level Rambler has been 
beautifully updated:  roof, windows, kitchen, baths, 
HVAC, painted interior, & stunning refinished hdwd 
floors.  The main level offers the kitchen, dining & 
living rooms, along w/a family room, 3 bedrms & 

2 beautiful baths. The lower level has a rec rm, large den, utility rm & has a walkout to a 
large fenced bkyd, complete w/a lovely slate patio & detached shed.  An asphalt driveway 
offers side by side parking plus a spacious 1 car garage. 7 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to 
Old Towne, Alex & 28 mins to National Airport  A beautiful and rare rambler!!

Ft. Hunt/Hollin Hall   $584,000
7923 Jackson Road

Gorgeous home fully renovated and 
perfect one level living.   Addition 
includes Great Room w/skylights & 
stone fireplace, bedroom, 2nd bath 
& W/D area.  Kitchen beautifully 
remodeled.  Custom barn door off 
LR provides BR privacy.  French 

doors to deck shed & lovely fenced bkyd.  Major systems all updated 
including recent 40 yr roof. Fab location near Potomac and GW Pkwy, a 
few mins to Old Town.
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Alex/Stoneybrook Court    $439,000 
4411 Coldbrooke Court

Charming 3BR, 1BA, l Level Rambler 
on a friendly and private cul-de-sac.  
Freshly painted interior, band new 
carpeting, replacement double pane 
windows.  Stainless steel kitchen 
appliances.  Lovely, large backyard 
with privacy fence, perfect for 

children and the family dog.  Sought after community of Stoneybrooke with 
quick access to shopping, dining, Metro and highways.  Enjoy the comfort 
of one-level living in this wonderful and well-prices home! 
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Michael Davey, of Alex-
andria, died in Annandale,
Va., on March 2, 2019, at
the age of 71. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 49
years, Bonnie. He was a
proud and devoted father
and grandfather to daugh-
ter Shannon Floyd (hus-
band Adam), son Justin
Davey and grandsons Cliff
and Houlton Floyd. Mike
is also survived by his lov-
ing sisters Barbara
Blakeman and Debby
LaBelle of Peru, N.Y., be-
loved sisters-in-law and
brothers-in-law and many
nieces and nephews.

Mike was born in Bos-
ton, Mass. He lost his
mother, Blanche Davis
Davey, at age 8 to polio. He
spent his early childhood
in Massachusetts with his
blended family and sum-
mers with his beloved ma-
ternal grandparents. In
high school, he lived with
an aunt and uncle on Long
Island. He graduated from
Oyster Bay High School in
1966 where he played baseball and basketball. He
then graduated from Illinois Wesleyan University
(where he met Bonnie) with a degree in history. Over
the next several years, he worked for Allstate Insur-
ance, Cutco Cutlery, and taught sixth grade for 4
years. During those years, he got masters degrees in
Sociology (Illinois State University), Educational Ad-
ministration (Northern Illinois University), and Fu-
ture Studies (University of Houston, Clear Lake).

In 1979, Mike and Bonnie moved to Alexandria,
Va., where Mike did an internship at the Congres-
sional Research Service, worked for Battelle, and the
American Association of State Colleges and Univer-
sities. From 1984 to 2008, he worked at the Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS) at the Library of
Congress as a specialist in Science and Technology
in the Resources, Science and Industry Division.
While at CRS, Mike was selected to attend the In-
dustrial College of the Armed Forces at the National
Defense University for a year of strategic studies.
Then in 2001, Mike was on loan from CRS to the
National Research Council and served as the study

director for the Com-
mittee for Review of
the Nanotechnology
Initiative. He also
taught evening
classes for years for
the U of MD, Univer-
sity College.

Mike sought to en-
rich the lives of oth-
ers. Whether coach-
ing youth sports
teams, being a Scout
leader, working with
charitable organiza-
tions, or through his
church, the fact that
he always took on a
leadership role re-
sulted in impactful,
large-scale benefit to
the community. Mike
served as the presi-
dent of the board of
directors for United
Community Minis-
tries. He was an ac-
tive member of St.
Aidan’s Episcopal
Church’s vestry and
Outreach Commit-
tee, and helped to

facilitate the construction of the Hal White Parish
Hall.

Sports, history, and travel were some of Mike’s
passions. He spent time playing, coaching, watch-
ing, critiquing, yelling about, and in every way ex-
periencing baseball, golf, football, skiing, surfing, ten-
nis, and even kayaking. He was a voracious reader,
enjoying a wide variety of genres, especially biogra-
phies about American presidents. Mike’s love of travel
took him to many family gatherings all over the coun-
try, on camping trips, to the beach. He enjoyed learn-
ing about new cultures when on professional trips
to locations such as Hong Kong, Japan, and Mexico.
After retirement, Bonnie and Mike enjoyed trips to
London, Hawaii, Key West, Montana, Wisconsin and
upstate N.Y.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, March 16, 2019, at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church in Alexandria. To honor and remember Mike
Davey, the family asks that donations be made to
United Community Ministries (ucmagency.org) or
The Alzheimer’s Association (ALZ.org).

Obituary

Michael Davey

Michael Earl Davey
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Opinion

E
very year is election year in Virginia.
Add in primaries and special elec-
tions, and there are many more elec-
tions every year, all with conse-

quences.
Control of this year’s Virginia General Assem-

bly came down to pulling a name out of bowl
(literally). In 2019, every seat in the House of
Delegates and Virginia Senate will be on the

ballot.
While some good things did

happen in this year’s session of
the General Assembly, (eviction

protections, foster care reform, step towards
menstrual equity, to name some), other impor-
tant legislation stalled because of party poli-
tics and ideology, including reforming fines and
effects on drivers licenses; seat belt laws and
legislation on distracted driving.

A huge number of candidates will seek seats
on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and

School Board as well, with the direction and
tone of the future hanging in the balance.

Results of 2019 Elections will matter in many
ways.

Are you registered to vote? Check here:
https://vote.e lect ions.v irginia.gov/

VoterInformation

Upcoming Elections:
May 7, 2019 - Vienna Town Council Elec-

tions
June 11, 2019 - Primary Elections
Nov. 5, 2019 - General & Special Elections

2019 Elections Include:
Filing deadline for parties, March 28
Primary if held: June 11
General Election Nov. 5
Virginia Senate (4-year term)
House of Delegates (2-year term)
Soil and Water Directors (4-year term)

Board of Supervisors
School Board
Counties: 4-year terms:
❖ Commonwealth’s Attorney
❖ Sheriff
❖ Commissioner of Revenue
❖ Treasurer

In case you wonder what will be on the bal-
lot next, here is a guide.

Virginia has a General Election every year
on the Tuesday following the first Monday in
November.

❖ Federal offices are elected in even-num-
bered years.

❖ State and Local offices are elected in odd-
numbered years.

❖ If primaries are called by the political par-
ties, they are held on the second Tuesday in
June.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

But this year is supposed to be an improvement.2019

Editorial

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

F
ollowing the completion of
the historic 400th session
of the General Assembly I

have had several constituents of
the 44th District ask me what it
takes for a bill to become a law. I
can tell you first-hand it is a long
and arduous process, of the 2,362
bills introduced this session only
30 percent passed. It took a lot of time, educa-
tion and patience but I was able to pass seven
of my 14 bills into law.

The first thing to know about the legislative
process is that it begins in earnest months be-
fore session. It takes time to properly develop

good legislative initiatives.
Delegates and senators are
already creating their leg-
islative agendas for next

year by meeting with constituents to develop
proposals to be introduced as bills that would
create a new law or change or repeal an old
one. It is imperative to start the process early
to ensure that there is time to speak with all
relevant stakeholders and examine the impli-
cations that passing the potential legislation
would have on the Commonwealth. During
these conversations, compromises and edits
can be made to the proposal.

After forming a legislative proposal, bill ideas
must be drafted into potential legislation. We
will fine tune the drafts many times prior to
the final introduced bill. During campaign
years, such as this year, drafts can be sent to
the House Clerk’s office for introduction shortly
after the November election, while in non-cam-
paign years bills can be introduced during the
later portion of the summer.

Once a bill is formally filed it is referred by
the Speaker to the appropriate standing com-
mittee. Oftentimes, there will first be a hear-
ing before one of the subcommittees. Prior to

the hearing, I make sure to talk
with the members of the subcom-
mittee and the chairman. It is criti-
cal to talk with members to gather
support and to work out any of
their issues with the bill. In order
to pass the subcommittee, a bill
must receive a majority of the
votes of members present; a tie
vote results in defeat. If a bill
passes, usually after a number of
amendments, it then heads to the

full standing committee where the same pro-
cess takes place prior to the committee hear-
ing. If the committee recommends passage of
the bill it then goes before the entire House
for consideration. On the floor, in accordance
with our State Constitution, the title of the bill
must be read three different times.The first
reading requires the bill number and title to
be printed within the House of Delegates floor
calendar. On the second reading, the patron
explains the legislation to members of the
House. During this reading, bills are subject to
debate and amendments. After passing the sec-
ond reading, legislation is sent to its third read-
ing where the House votes on whether to pass
the bill and send it to the Senate. This same
process is repeated in the Senate. If it passes
both the House and Senate, it is then sent to
the Governor for consideration.

Occasionally, legislation within the House
have similar versions within the Senate. When
these bills pass through one body into the other
sometimes each chamber will insist on the pas-
sage of their version instead of conforming one
bill to the other. When this happens, bills are
sent to “conference.” Members from each party
are selected by the Speaker to be on the con-
ference committee and discuss potential com-
promises and amendments that will allow the
legislation to pass. During this past session I
was a conferee on seven bills including the
nonpartisan redistricting bill which, after hard
work and long discussions was passed in its

first step to becoming a constitutional amend-
ment.

Finally, the bill goes to the Governor. The
Governor’s first option is to sign the bill into
law. Most legislation approved by the Gover-
nor officially becomes the law of the Common-
wealth on July 1 of the year. However, there
are a few exceptions to this rule. Legislation
can have an “emergency clause” attached to it
which allows the enactment of the bill to take
place sooner. The emergency clause shall be
expressed within the body of the bill and the
Virginia Constitution requires a 4/5 majority
to pass. For example, this session we passed
the tax conformity compromise with an emer-
gency clause to ensure that Virginia taxpayers
are able to file their taxes on time and without
confusion. Additionally, bills can have a de-
layed enactment clause. This means they will
not take effect until a specified later date. This
session HB 2790 passed which will allow for
“no excuse” absentee voting to take place
within the Commonwealth seven days prior to
the election. However, it currently has a de-
layed enactment clause and will not be the law
of Virginia until 2020.

The second option the Governor has is to veto
or amend the proposed legislation. Each year
the General Assembly meets for a “veto ses-
sion” where all vetoed bills are considered. This
year we are set to reconvene on April 3. In
order to override a Governor’s veto and be-
come law, two thirds of each chamber of the
Virginia General Assembly must vote to do so.
If two thirds do not vote to overturn the veto,
the bill is defeated and will not become law.

Please do not hesitate to contact my office
at DelPKrizek@house.virginia.gov with your
legislative ideas for next year’s 2020 General
Assembly. This session two of the bills I passed
were brought to me by constituents. Oftentimes
the most impactful legislation comes from
someone sharing their story about a problem
they are facing and what part of Virginia law
needs to be changed to solve it.

How Bills Become Law

Commentary
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Opinion

By Adam Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

M
y final vote of

the session was
the passage of
the budget. This year the

General Assembly voted to invest a tremen-
dous amount of the State’s excess revenue
in education. The final budget included a 5
percent increase in teacher salaries, $12 mil-
lion in funding for school mental health
counselors, and nearly $25 million to sup-
port the education of students living at the
lowest income levels (known as the at-risk

add on). We also voted
to fund early education
programs for lower-in-
come youth and

incentivize institutions of higher learning
to freeze tuition rates. Because of this deci-
sion, Virginia Tech is considering freezing
tuition for the first time in decades. Addi-
tionally, the budget sent to the Governor
for final approval invests in the tech-talent
pipeline with nearly $17 million to expand
computer science degrees and $15.5 mil-
lion to support need-based financial aid. As
Northern Virginia continues to grow into
one of the most popular tech destinations
on the east coast, we need to create oppor-
tunity for our own students to be the ben-
eficiaries of new, high-paying jobs in this

field. We can do this by bolstering early
education and increasing access to cutting-
edge programs from a young age for all stu-
dents.

Our final budget also grows investment
in affordable housing and increases Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) benefits by 5 percent. I believe the
focus of this budget on working class Vir-
ginians will provides a strong framework
for future, bolder budgets that will build
on this structure.

I am thankful for the hard work of
Alexandria’s elected officials and staff which
resulted in the budget including $25 mil-
lion in state funding for the city’s combined
sewer overflow system remediation. This
will go a long way in relieving the pressure
on ratepayers and city taxpayers of paying
for this project, which will cost an estimated
$375 to $555 million to complete.

With the budget complete, my team and
I returned to Northern Virginia after seven
long weeks in Richmond. We are having a
hard time adjusting to “normal” life. The
transition from the all-consuming task of
legislating to constituent service and meet-
ing with community groups is abrupt. While
our daily responsibilities have changed,
there’s still more than enough work to go
around.

I have begun reviewing my legislation
from this year that failed to advance. It’s

tempting to decide that with a Democratic
majority most of my bills would have made
it through the General Assembly easily, and
to focus all my efforts on this year’s politi-
cal races. But hoping for a positive political
outcome won’t necessarily get results. To
pass meaningful legislation it’s critical to do
the hard work of self-assessing, finding
faults in legislation, and trying again.

Towards session’s end we held a meeting
of the General Assembly Gun Violence Pre-
vention Caucus, which I co-chair with Del.
Kathleen Murphy (D-McLean). Our caucus
is dedicated to passing tenable and innova-
tive solutions to ending the ever-present
threat of gun violence that hangs heavy over
our state. We have already begun to

strategize for next year’s session.
I will continue working with advocates

and stakeholders involved in supporting
victims of domestic violence to find a legis-
lative fix for how our state defines family
and household abuse. Our current law does
not include those in dating relationships in
the domestic violence statute, leaving many
victims without appropriate recourse or
protection if they are abused. A bill I car-
ried this year to add those in dating rela-
tionships to our current definition surpris-
ingly died in committee. This was, in part,
due to the overly complex and muddled way
Virginia law handles family and domestic
abuse, custody, and protective orders. I will

State Legislature Adds More Funds for Education

Commentary

Black by
Popular Demand
To the Editor:

With billions of African Americans world-
wide, it would be much appreciated if us-
age of this term would cease in the Ameri-
can lexicon as it refers to Black folks in
America. To keep it real and right on, we as
a race of people refer to ourselves as Black
Americans, plain and simple, straight, no
chaser. Since anyone of any skin color can

Letter

See More Funds,  Page 18

be born in Africa, then move to, and be-
come, an American citizen, the term Afri-
can American differs entirely from Black
Americans, born and raised in the USA. The
melatonin in our skin is more than enough
evidence of our African heritage, and the
astounding toll paid by our ancestors to
survive in America exceeds all but our Na-
tive American brothers and sisters. To make
it plain, Black by popular demand.

Michael Dantley
Alexandria



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 7-13, 2019  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

See Crime,  Page 17

News

F
airfax County Police Chief Edwin C. Roessler,
Jr. announced the unexpected death on Feb.
22 of K-9 Doby, one of the department’s K-9

officers.
Doby was part of a patrol canine team that re-

sponded to assist on a call for an armed robbery in
the Arlington Drive area of Alexandria in the Mount
Vernon District. During the incident K-9 Doby col-
lapsed and stopped breathing. His handler adminis-
tered CPR and he was taken to Regional Veterinary
Referral Center in Springfield, but he did not sur-
vive. There will be a necropsy to determine cause of
death

K-9 Doby was born in Hungary and had just turned
two years old. He had been a member of the Police
Department since March 2018 and actively working
cases since August 2018.

FCPD Mourns Death of K-9 Doby

Doby

The following incidents were reported by the
Mount Vernon District Police Station.

FOOT PURSUIT/NARCOTICS VIOLATION:
2709 Popkins Lane (Bryant Alternative School),
March 1, 12:34 p.m. Officers tried to stop two men
who smelled of drugs in front of Bryant Alternative
School.  One man stopped and the other man was
arrested after a short foot pursuit. An 18-year-old
man from Alexandria was charged with misde-
meanor possession of marijuana and released on a
summons.  A 19-year-old man from Annandale was
arrested for possession with the intent to distrib-
ute, possession with the intent to distribute on
school property, concealed weapon, possession of
a firearm on school property and obstruction of
justice.

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY: 2405 Fairhaven Av-
enue (7-Eleven), March 1, 10:16 p.m. A man

entered the 7-Eleven and approached the store
clerk, implied that he had a weapon and demanded
money.  The clerk refused to give him anything and
he ran away.  The man is described as black, 22-
25 years old, 5’9”, with a skinny build, wearing
gloves, a hooded sweatshirt and dark colored
pants.

ROBBERY: 6300 Richmond Highway (Wells
Fargo), March 2, 3:00 p.m.  A woman approached
the ATM outside of Wells Fargo to deposit money.
A man exited a gray SUV and removed money from
the woman’s pocket.  The man entered the gray
SUV and drove away.  The man is described as
black, in his 30s, skinny, wearing a gray hooded
sweatshirt and jeans.

ROBBERY: 4200 block of Buckman Road,
March 2, 10:08 p.m. A pizza delivery driver was

Crime
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Wellbeing

By Marilyn Campbell

J
ulia Wires purchased an iPhone for her 12-
year-old daughter in part she says, because
many of the girls at her Potomac, Md. school
have smartphones that they bring to cam-

pus daily. Wires and her husband were initially hesi-
tant to make the purchase because their daughter
was diagnosed with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) and Anxiety Disorder at the end
of 2018.

“First , there’s the social pressure
she feels because all of her friends
have iPhones. Then there’s the is-
sue of her dad and I being able to
keep in touch with her now that
she has more freedom to go places
on her own,” said Wires. “Both of
those [factors] are juxtaposed
against the fact that she has
trouble staying focused and calm-
ing down when she needs to. That
made the decision tough for us.”

Too much time spent on gaming,
smartphones and watching televi-
sion could exacerbate symptoms in
children who’ve been diagnosed
with ADHD, according to a new study by research-
ers at San Diego State University and the University
of Georgia. The report showed that even after one
hour of screen time, children and teens may begin
to have lower self-control, less emotional stability
and a greater inability to finish tasks.

“Kids with ADHD have trouble keeping track of
time, so they could spend hours on their tablet with-
out realizing it. Screen time can make bedtime rou-

tines more difficult and parents might have an addi-
tional struggle getting their kids to fall asleep,” said
child psychologist Adele Schwartz, Ph.D, of McLean,
who was not involved in the study. “Kids with ADHD
also might be more likely to ignore parental guide-
lines and I would worry more about them engaging
in risky behavior online.”

Helping a child with ADHD transition from playing
a video game to doing their homework could require
special handling, advises Sarah Bryant, LCSW. “Instead
of telling your child that they have to stop watching
television at six o’clock or that they have five more
minutes on a video game, try telling them that they
have to stop at the next commercial break or at then
end of the round in a video game,” she said.

Working collaboratively with one’s child will re-
duce the chance of a power struggle, says Bryant.
“You and your child can work together to list all of

the things that need to get done,
like homework, time spent outside,
doing sports, chores and other ac-
tivities and come up with a sched-
ule,” she said. “Figure out how
much time is left for things like
video games and television. Hang
the schedule somewhere that’s vis-
ible to both of you. Your child will
see how little time is left for play-
ing video games and since they
were part of the process, they’ll feel
like they’re part of a team rather
than a subordinate with no control
over their life.”

“Parents of kids with ADHD
should definitely make use of parental controls on
tablets, smart phones and television, especially dur-
ing school hours or when kids should be doing their
homework,” added Schwartz. “It’s also important that
children, especially those with ADHD not use elec-
tronics at least an hour before bedtime. And it al-
most goes without saying that parents should model
the behavior that they want their children to have
by limiting their own screen time.”

Working collaboratively
with one’s child can
decrease the struggle.

Managing Screen Time

A new study shows that even after one hour spent on electronic devices each day,
children and teens may begin to have less emotional stability and a greater inability
to finish tasks.

P
h
o

t
o

 
c
o

n
t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

“... parents should
model the behavior
that they want their
children to have by
limiting their own
screen time.”

— Adele Schwartz, child
psychologist
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From Page 1

News

there are several hotels and res-
taurants near the Lorton exit off I-
95 and room for additional facili-
ties near the landfill if needed.

They looked at several facilities
nationwide that are already cash-
ing in on sports tourism, includ-
ing Prince George’s County Sports
and Learning Center in Landover,
Md. and the Maryland SoccerPlex
in Germantown, Md. Fairfax
County has had some success over
the years in developing the sports
market, the report stated, using
the World Police and Fire Games
in 2015 for an example. There are
many more sports tourism oppor-
tunities looking to come to the
county than the county has the
facilities to handle, it stated.

The task force is in need of a
consultant with experience in fa-
cilitating something as large as this
and the advertisement has gone
out to hire someone. “They hope
to have someone on board by the
end of March,” Herrity said.
“There’s really a lot of exciting
stuff coming out of this,” he added.

See more about the Sports Tour-
ism Task Force at
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v /
springfield/sports-tourism-task-
force.

Sports Tourism
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Entertainment

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School will present “Shrek” on March 8 and 9.

Shrek
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School Stage One Players presents, Shrek, a musical for the whole family based on the story and characters from the DreamWorks Animation film. It turns the world of fairytales

upside down. It is the story of a large green ogre and his loyal steed Donkey as they set off on a quest to rescue the beautiful Princess Fiona from her tower, guarded by a fire breathing love-sick dragon. Friday-
Saturday, March 8-9, 7:30 p.m. at St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, 1000 St. Stephen’s Road, Alexandria. Tickets are $5. Call the reservation line at 703-212-2777.

Calendar

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.

ONGOING
“Opposites Attract.” Through March

10, at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center, Studio
29, 105 North Union St., Alexandria.
Show featuring everything Quiet and
Loud, Large and Small, Smooth and
Rough, Bright and Dull, Stiff and
Flowing, Smiles and Frowns – the list
goes on and the artists had a great
time incorporating this theme into
their work. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Beginner Square Dance Lessons.
Through March 27, 7:30-9 p.m. at
the Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 N.
Chambliss St. Keep up with New
Year’s resolutions and enjoy both
mental and physical exercise with
Square Dance Lessons. $30 for each
four-week session. Open to couples,
singles and groups. Email
boomerangs@wascaclubs.com or call
571-210-5480.

Art Exhibition: High School
Students. Through March 30, at
The Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. The
Alexandria All City High School Art
Exhibition hosted by the
Convergence Arts Initiative returns
for its fourth year. This year’s
experience features more than 90
Alexandria high school students
representing six high schools
including public, private, and
independent. Returning for 2019’s
collaborative event are students from
Bishop Ireton, Episcopal High School,
T.C. Williams, St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School, Commonwealth
Academy, and The Howard Gardner
School. Visit ourconvergence.org.

Art Exhibit: For The Artist. Through
March 31, at Del Ray Artisans
gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. The
“For The Artist” exhibit features
artworks that Del Ray Artisans

members have always dreamed of
creating. The diversity of expression
and creativity in this exhibit is
inspiring to artists and art
appreciators alike. Two and three-
dimensional works, paintings, mixed
media, and photography are on
exhibit. Visit DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits for more.

Still Life Alive. Through April 2, 9-5
p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East
Boulevard Drive, Alexandria. Patricia
Uchello One Woman Art Show,
featuring 100 original oil paintings of
flowers, fruit, landscapes and
seascapes. Uchello’s work has been
collected by IBM, the International
Monetary Fund and more. Email
pmuchello@aol.com or visit
www.patriciauchello.com for more.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit HHSingers.org, or
call Bruce at 703-352-5271.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 6
Philadelphia Flower Show,

Philadelphia, Pa. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,
leaving from Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. The 2019
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show,
Flower Power, ties in to the 50th
anniversary of Woodstock. This year’s
show will also be hosting the Florists
Transworld Delivery World Cup, a
floral design competition. Bring a
lunch or enjoy the atmosphere and
food of the Reading Terminal located
across the street. $142, includes
motor coach and admission. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes/ using code
A19.B220 or call Green Spring
Gardens at 703-642-5173.

THURSDAY/MARCH 7
Yacht Haven Garden Club

Meeting. 10 a.m. At Mount Vernon
Yacht Club, 4817 Tarpon Lane,
Alexandria. The program, Period
Gardens and Landscapes of Historic
Properties, will be presented by
Ashley Brown, chief architect of the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation. New members are
welcome. Email pmuchello@aol.com.

MARCH 7-23
“Beep Beep” at Arts on the

Horizon. At the Lab at
Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Arts on the Horizon, an
interactive theatre for children ages
0-6, will present “Beep Beep,” written
and directed by Solas Nua Artistic
Director and frequent AOTH
collaborator, Rex Daugherty. It was
created specifically for an audience of
children ages 2-5 and their families.
Show times are March 7, 8, 13,
14,15, 19, 20, 21, 22, at 10:30 a.m.;
and March 9, 16, 23, at 10 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. $10 at
artsonthehorizon.org or at the door.

MARCH 7-30
“Daddy Long Legs.” At the Ainslie

Arts Center, 3900 West Braddock
Road, Alexandria. The play tells the
story of Jerusha Abbott, her
mysterious young benefactor and the
affection that grows between them by
way of handwritten letters. John
Caird’s Drama Desk Award-winning
book for this stage musical combines
the love story derived from the 1912
novel by Jean Webster with
contemporary music and lyrics by
Paul Gordon. Monumental Theatre
Company will be partnering with the
English Department at Episcopal
High School in Alexandria to give
students a “behind-the-scenes” look
at “Daddy Long Legs.” Tickets can be
purchased online at
www.monumentaltheatre.org/daddy-
long-legs.html.

FRIDAY/MARCH 8
Celebrate International Women’s

Day. At Pizzeria Paradiso, 124 King
St., Alexandria. United States of
Pizza menu sales from all five
Pizzeria Paradiso locations will
benefit She Should Run. She Should
Run is a nonpartisan, nonprofit
organization promoting leadership
and encouraging women from all
walks of life to run for office. The
U.S. of Pizza special honors U.S.
Reps. Elaine Luria, Abigail
Spanberger and Jennifer Wexton.
The pizza features Virginia Country
Ham, cheddar cheese, cherry
tomatoes, creamed corn, black eyed
peas, collard greens and onions. Visit
www.eatyourpizza.com.

Garden Talk-Attracting Wildlife.
1:30-2:30 p.m. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Native critters can have a
positive impact on our gardens.
Extension Master Gardeners share
tips and recommendations on the
best plants you can use to invite
pollinators, birds, and other species
into your landscape. $10/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/

parktakes/ using code 1C2.36EE or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

Lydia Martin Performs. 6-8 p.m. At
Lloyd House, 220 North Washington
St., Alexandria. From old-time
country and bluegrass to the subject
of her book Robert Johnson for
Banjo, from Irish folk tunes to jazz,
Lydia Martin takes the banjo to old
haunts and new frontiers. No ticket
required. Beer and wine for sale;
light refreshments available as well.
Sponsored by The Folklore Society of
Greater Washington and The Office
of Historic Alexandria.

SIPS for Saints. 7-10 p.m. At the
Atrium Building, 277 S. Washington
Street, Old Town Alexandria.
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Alexandria Central. A celebration of
Irish Spirit. Guests will enjoy fare
from local gourmet restaurants and
sip Irish spirits while enjoying
favorite Irish music and lively
entertainment. Proceeds will benefit
local charities. Buy tickets at
www.bit.ly/sips4saints

Women’s Leadership Forum. 7:30-
10:30 a.m. At the Westin Hotel, 400
Courthouse Square, Alexandria. The
forum will bring together women at
all stages of their careers for a
morning-long program designed to
provide interactive discussion,
inspiration and professional
development, centered around this
year’s theme of what it means to be
the whole woman. Moderated by
Heidi Przybyla, NBC News. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/event/
2019-womens-leadership-forum-
presented-by-the-lizluke-team/
14649/.

SATURDAY/MARCH 9
Wintertime Woody Plant Pruning.

10 a.m.-noon at American
Horticultural Society River Farm,
7931 E. Boulevard Drive, Alexandria.
Ever wonder when to prune roses or
boxwood? Come for hands-on
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SHOW DATES:

FEB. 23 -  MAR.16, 2019

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Richmond Highway  
Corridor Improvements 

Fairfax County 
Design Public Hearing 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

Presentation starts at 7 p.m.  
Inclement Weather Date: Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Mount Vernon High School  

Auditorium/Cafeteria, use entrance 4 

8515 Old Mount Vernon Road 

 Alexandria, VA 22309 

Find out about plans to widen about three miles of Richmond 

Sherwood Hall Lane. 
 

The project includes separate bicycle and pedestrian 

accommodations on both sides of the road, safety enhancements, 

as well as preserving the median width to accommodate Fairfax 

County’s future Bus Rapid Transit plans for dedicated bus-only lanes.   

Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and 

learn more about the project and preferred design alternatives. A 

answer your questions. 

Review project information at the VDOT project website 

(www.virginiadot.org/richmondhighway), at the public hearing,  

4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-259-2599 or 

TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are available to answer 

your questions. 

Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them by  

April 26, 2019 to Mr. Dan Reinhard, P.E., Virginia Department of 

Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030, or email 

RichmondHighway@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please reference “March 26 

design public hearing” in the subject line.  

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all 

programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special 

contact Dan Reinhard at 703-259-2599.  

State Project: 0001-029-205, P101, R201, C501, B617, B618, D603  

UPC: 107187, Federal: STP-5A01 (686)

Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

E
nsconced in the Madison Collective at 727 N.
Henry St., Kimberly Sickmen has a lot to be
grateful for indeed. At the top of her list? Her

months-old eatery, Grateful Kitchen, which aims to
bring fresh, healthy food to the city.

“Our whole mission is to educate people on why
eating organic is so vital and so important,” Sickmen

said. “There’s a direct relationship be-
tween what you put in your body and
how you feel.”

The Grateful Kitchen concept is an
expansion of Sickmen’s juice company, Grateful Juice.
Originally a way for her to give healthy nutrients to
the students at her hot yoga studio, Zweet Sport, “It
was more popular than I thought it was going to be,”
she said. Her on-the-side juice making led to a more
concerted effort in a commercial kitchen, which led,
in a fashion, to Grateful
Kitchen several years later.

As the owner of Zweet
Sport Hot Yoga, Grateful
Juice and Zweet Sport To-
tal Fitness, Sickmen had
plenty on her plate. But a
building in the newly
formed Madison Collec-
tive came up for rent and
Sickmen “moved Total Fit-
ness and siphoned off a piece for Grateful Kitchen,”
she said.

“At that point I had also met the guy who’s now
my chef (Stephen Hardy) and we had started to talk
about food, and I knew that I wanted to add a food
element to (the company). So this is basically the

next phase,” she said. “We make all the juice here –
we still bottle and make it all here – but we also
have a full breakfast and what we call our savory
menu.”

Grateful Kitchen opened its doors on Oct. 14, 2018
and, Sickmen says, the reception from the neighbor-
hood has been promising.

“The overall consensus from the community is that
it was really needed, and I agree; as somebody who
wants to eat organic and healthy, there’s really noth-
ing in Old Town,” she said.

But don’t dare equate “healthy” with “bland.”
Grateful Kitchen’s menu runs the gamut and brings
a lot of zest along with its meals.

“Right now we have something that’s amazing; it’s
called our forbidden black rice bowl,” Sickmen said.
“Basically it’s black rice and it’s cooked down for a
couple of hours; it’s got ginger in it, and cilantro,
and shallot, and then our chef takes steamed kale,

puts the rice on top of
the steamed kale, and
adds a perfectly soft-
boiled egg.”

As a local small busi-
nesswoman herself,
Sickmen places an em-
phasis on supporting
other local businesses
as well. Bread comes
from Bread and Water

in Belle Haven; salmon comes from Manolo and Son.
“We want to support as many local purveyors as

possible,” she said.

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Appetite

Grateful Kitchen Feeds
Grateful Neighborhood

If You Go
GRATEFUL KITCHEN, 727 N. Henry

Hours: 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday, Wednesday-Friday; 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; closed Tuesday.

Fun fact: “Everything in our space is all compostable,” says
owner Kimberly Sickmen. “All of our utensils, all of our cups,
all of our to-go boxes will break down in a landfill in 180
days.”

Calendar

KaNikki Jakarta

Write Like a Woman
Facilitated by poet and author

KaNikki Jakarta, this workshop wel-
comes amateur to professional women
writers ages 18-100. Each workshop
centers on uplifting and inspiring
through writing, and allows participants
to enhance their own writing styles.
Cookies and tea will be offered. Satur-
day, March 9, 1 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St., Alexandria. Free. Space
is limited, RSVP to admin@nvfaa.org

training on the how, when, and why
to prune hedges, multi-stem shrubs,
small trees, and large branches. The
results will be healthier and bushier
growth, more (or less) flowers and
fruit, and attractive landscaping.
Bring tools, and remember to dress
for the weather. Entire class is held
outdoors. This class is offered by
Extension Master Gardeners. Free.
Advance registration at mgnv.org.
Call 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

The General’s Tour. 10-11:30 a.m. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden, 614 Oronoco St., Alexandria.
Featuring a guided walking tour of
Robert E. Lee sites in Historic Old
Town Alexandria. Cost is $10 in
advance, $15 door. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Specialty Tour: The Feminine Side
of the Tavern. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,134 N.
Royal St., Alexandria. Discover the
many roles women played in tavern
life. This tour challenges assumptions
about a woman’s role in the 18th
century and how women interacted
with the tavern, a place commonly
assumed to be just for men. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

Festival of Owls. 12-2 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd.,
Alexandria. Ever wonder what are
some of the more mysterious
residents of Huntley Meadows? Come
meet live owls up close. Soar into the
night time world of Great Horned
Owls, Barred Owls, and Eastern

Screech Owls. Touch real owl
feathers and bones and make an owl
craft. Option to purchase an owl
pellet for dissection with the aid of a
naturalist. Cost is $15 per person.
Call 703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park/.

Locals’ Alley Saturdays. 12:30-2:30
p.m. at The Old Town Shop, 105 S.
Union St. at King Street. Meet the
makers of local goods, featuring:
Luxe Sugar Mama bath product
sampling. Call 703-684-4682 or visit
www.TheOldTownShop.com.

Write Like A Woman Networking
Workshop. 1 p.m. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Facilitated by poet and
author KaNikki Jakarta, this
workshop welcomes amateur to
professional women writers ages 18-
100. Each workshop centers on
uplifting and inspiring through
writing, and allows participants to
enhance their own writing styles.
Free. Space is limited; RSVP to
admin@nvfaa.org.

Making History In Stitches:
Martha Washington’s Shell
Cushions. 4 p.m. At Woodlawn &
Pope-Leighey House, 9000 Richmond
Highway, Alexandria. A talk with
Mount Vernon curator Amanda Issac,
where she will discuss the making,
use, and later history of the Martha
Washington shell cushions, some of
the best preserved examples of Mrs.
Washington’s needlework. Woodlawn
has recently acquired one of these
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www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Entertainment

Artwork by Kathryn Coneway created with mulberry
paper collage and photo transfer. Winter skies and the
forms of bare branches are a favorite theme in Coneway’s
work.

Huntley Meadows Park Art Exhibit
Slip into a gauzy world of collage and photography at Huntley Meadows Park.

The park will host the work of Alexandria-based artist Kathryn Coneway through
May 31, in the Norma Hoffman Visitor Center. A reception is planned for Sunday,
March 10, 2-4 p.m. at Huntley Meadows Park Visitors Center, 3701 Lockheed Blvd.,
Alexandria. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2019/psa057 for more.

cushions, which will be on display at
this year’s Needlework Show. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org.

Discover Romance in the
Meadows. 5:45 p.m. at 3701
Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria.
Love is in the air – and on the ground
– at Huntley Meadows Park as male
woodcocks perform their amazing
courtship dance. Try to spot these
feathered romantics on an “Evening
Woodcock Walk.” Listen for the call
of the male woodcock and hopefully
see his elaborate courtship dance and
flight. Prime courtship time is early
evening, so bring a flashlight along.
Cost is $8 per person. Call 703-768-
2525 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

St. Patrick’s Benefit Concert. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. At St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 8009 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day with The MollyHawks, a local
trio performing traditional Irish and
celtic maritime music. All proceeds
will benefit UCM, Rising Hope, Good
Shepherd Housing and other local
charities. Cost is $15/adults; $10/
students; Kids 10 and under free.
Visit the website:
www.saintlukeschurch.net/calendar/
2019/3/9/the-mollyhawks-in-
concert.

SUNDAY/MARCH 10
Wintertime Woody Plant Pruning.

1-3 p.m. at 21 West Walnut St.,
Alexandria. Ever wonder when to
prune your roses or boxwood? Come
for hands-on training on the how,
when, and why to prune hedges,
multi-stem shrubs, small trees, and
large branches. The results will be
healthier and bushier growth, more
(or less) flowers and fruit, and
attractive landscaping. Bring tools,
and remember to dress for the
weather. Entire class is held
outdoors. This class is offered by
Extension Master Gardeners. Free.
Advance registration at mgnv.org.
Call 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Mad Science. 1-4 p.m. at Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105
South Fairfax St., Alexandria. What
do superheroes, bubbling beakers,
and explosions all have in common?
A mad scientist probably made them.
Explore where real science and mad
science collide. This 45-minute tour
starts every 30 minutes and features
historic medicines with surprising
side effects. Upstairs, meet the
Museum’s very own mad scientist
while she brings to life some crazy
concoctions and explores the science
behind them. Admission is $6 per
person. Call 703-746-3852, or visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org.

Lens on History. 1-3 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. From daguerreotypes to digital
images, explore photography’s
evolution, its impact on society, and
what it reveals about historic events.
View momentous photographs in
world history, famous first
photographs, and some fascinating
images that shed light on Green
Spring’s past. Adults. $32 (program
+ tea); $12 (program only).
Programs are by reservation only.
Call 703-941-7987, TTY 703-324-
3988.

Facetime with History. 1-4 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St., Alexandria. While
journeying through the museum,
engage in conversations with people
from the past and hear stories that
will deepen your understanding of
the past and how it connects to
today. Listen as Hanna Fairfax
Washington and her sister-in-law,
Jane Fairfax, reminisce about their
lives in early Alexandria.

Huntley Meadows Park Art Exhibit
Reception. 2-4 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park Visitors Center, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Slip into

a gauzy world of collage and
photography at Huntley Meadows
Park. The park will host the work of
Alexandria-based artist Kathryn
Coneway through May 31, in the
Norma Hoffman Visitor Center. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-
news/2019/psa057.

Painting with Wool – Needle
Felting Workshop. 3:30 p.m. At
Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House,
9000 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria. An introduction to needle
felting, where you learn to “paint” a
design from wool. Instructor Dani
Ives is a fiber artist who has taught
hundreds of students in workshops
across the United States and
internationally. Ives uses wool fibers
and a felting needle to create the
effects of layering color, creating
texture and depth to a piece of work.
Learn a number of two-dimensional
needle felting techniques and apply
to personal tastes and styles. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 11
Author Talk and Book Signing.

6:30 p.m. at Hooray for Books, 1555
King St., Alexandria. Author Talk and
Book Signing of “Welcome to
Washington, Fina Mendoza.” Veteran
public radio reporter Kitty Felde
turned her years of covering Capitol
Hill into this mystery that goes
behind the scenes in Congress. Free.
Call 703-548-4092 or
ellen@hooray4books.com.

MARCH 12-APRIL 14
Good Luck Charms. At Potomac Fiber

Arts Gallery, 105 N. Union Street,
Studio 29, Alexandria. A very special
found object, a four leaf clover, a
rainbow, a wishbone, a charm on a
bracelet - these objects all serve as
inspiration to gallery members when
creating pieces for this show. Themed
work will be eligible for recognition
by the jurors. Non-themed work may

also be exhibited. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

TUESDAY/MARCH 12
Native Plants for Shade Gardens.

7-8:30 p.m. At Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St., Alexandria.
Do you fret about planting in a shady
spot, worried that without sun the
plants won’t make it? Come learn
how to select native plants that thrive
in partial or deep shade and are best
suited for your soil conditions.
Discuss how to layer in natives with
the plants, shrubs, and trees already
in a shady yard and best practices for
maintenance. This class is offered by
Extension Master Gardeners. Free.
Advance registration requested at
mgnv.org. Call 703-228-6414 or
email mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Lecture: Ordinary Equality - The
Daughters of American
Revolution from 1890-1920.
7:30 p.m. at Alexandria History
Museum at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. As
America prepares to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the 19th
Amendment in 2020, come hear how
members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution worked for
social reform and helped make the
dream of women’s voting rights a
reality. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
Lyceum for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 14
The Athenaeum’s Civil War

Authors Series: William
Connery. 7 p.m. at The Atheneum,
201 Prince St. In Mosby’s Raids in
Civil War Northern Virginia, William
Connery chronicles the successes of
Commander John Mosby. Also know
as the Gray Ghost, he is celebrated
most for his raids that captured
Union General Edwin Stoughton in
Fairfax and Colonel Daniel French
Dulany in Rose Hill. $15 per lecture
or attend all three events for $30.
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Entertainment

Mad Science
What do superheroes, bubbling beakers, and explosions all have in common? A

mad scientist probably made them. Explore where real science and mad science
collide. This 45-minute tour starts every 30 minutes and features historic medicines
with surprising side effects. Upstairs, meet the Museum’s very own mad scientist
while she brings to life some crazy concoctions and explores the science behind
them. Sunday, March 10, 1-4 p.m. at Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105
South Fairfax St., Alexandria. Admission is $6 per person. Call 703-746-3852, or
visit www.apothecarymuseum.org.

NVFAA Members can attend all three
events for $15. Visit www.nvfaa.org
or call 703-548-0035.

SATURDAY/MARCH 16
Archaeology Symposium. 9 a.m.-4

p.m. At Gunston Hall, 10709
Gunston Road, Mason Neck.
Symposium – Exposing A Buried
History: The Archaeology of Slave
Life. In commemoration of the 400th
anniversary of forced migration of
the first enslaved Africans to
Virginia’s shores, the program sheds
light on the history of people
enslaved in Virginia from the 17th
through the 19th centuries. Advance
tickets are available until 5 p.m. on
March 15 and may be purchased
online at www.gunstonhall.org, and
over the phone at 703-550-9220.
Tickets will be available at the door
the day of the symposium and are
$55 full price ($45 for members of
Gunston Hall and Friends of Fairfax
County Archaeology).Visit the
website: www.gunstonhall.org.

Plants & Design-Starting Cool
Weather Edibles. 9:30-11 a.m. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Edible
gardener and horticulturalist Nancy
Olney introduces you some
interesting and tasty cool season
plants to grow in your spring
vegetable garden. Work with Olney
to start some seeds in take-home
containers to start planting out in
your edible garden this spring. $22/
person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 1FA.5BAB or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

Watercolor Workshop: Wonky
Watercolors. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria. (16-
Adult) Embrace imperfection as you
experiment with watercolor
techniques and textures. Instructor
Marni Maree demonstrates drawing
and painting techniques using only a
few colors. Try your hand at these
demonstrated techniques and
enhance your skill set and
appreciation of what you can do with
this medium. Supply list emailed at
registration. Cost is $93/person. To
register, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes and use code FB7.8985 or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

The Century of Immigration:
1820-1934. 10 a.m.-noon at
Alexandria History Museum at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. The film chronicles the

period when 40 million immigrants
entered the U.S., making
immigration a major and defining
aspect of American life. Open and
free to all members of the
community, but pre-registration is
requested at Alexandriava.gov/Shop.

Puppet Shows. 10 and 11:30 a.m. At
The Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron Street, Alexandria.
Featuring Joe Pipik’s Backpack
Puppets 5 Senses Dinosaur Show.
Tickets are $6 per person. To
purchase your ticket, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts and click
on Durant Arts Center. For further
information about the National
Capital Puppetry Guild, contact Jeff
Bragg at 703.424.5553 or email
puppetimes@gmail.com.

Locals’ Alley Saturdays. 12:30-2:30
p.m. at The Old Town Shop, 105 S.
Union St. at King Street. Meet the
makers of local goods, featuring: Van
Napier Farms Hams and Jelly
tastings. Call 703-684-4682 or visit
www.TheOldTownShop.com.

Family Fun-Go Native! 1:30-3 p.m.
At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Discover the importance of native
plants to the survival of Virginia’s
animals. Learn what makes a plant
invasive and why it should be
removed. Instructors will be from the
Virginia Native Plant Society (VNPS)
and Green Spring Gardens. $8/
person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code D2C.E32F or
call 703-642-5173.

Family Fun-Sensational Seeds. 3-4
p.m. At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Thinking about your spring garden?
Come explore the world of
seeds.Plant some seeds to grow at
home. Transplant them outside in
your garden in spring. Children must
be accompanied by an adult
registered in the program. $8/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code E8F.A210 or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

Country-Western Dance. At
Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 North
Chambliss St., Alexandria. The
Northern Virginia Country-Western
Dance Association will hold a dance.
Lessons, 6-7 p.m. Open dancing, 7-
9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for NVCWDA
members $10; non-members $12;
children under 18 accompanied by a
paying adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free. BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org.

SSA Annual Gala. 6-10 p.m. At Westin
Alexandria, 400 Courthouse Square,
Alexandria. Dinner, dancing, a silent
auction and more. This year’s gala
will pay tribute to individuals who
have helped make Alexandria a
caring and compassionate community
for everyone, and will continue its
history of honoring a family who has
passed down a tradition of
community service. This year’s
honorees are: U.S. Rep. Don Beyer
and his daughter Stephanie Beyer
Kirby; Lynnwood Campbell and Jen
Walker. McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Realtors is the presenting sponsor.
The evening will feature live music
by Bruthers Plus One and wine Bingo
presented by UnWined. A silent
auction will feature travel getaways,
sporting tickets, and restaurant
packages. For tickets, go to
www.seniorservicesalex.org or call
Cassie Chesson, SSA’s development
director, at 703-836-4414, ext. 114.

Best Bib and Tucker Zelda Ball. 7-
11 p.m. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St., Alexandria.
Honoring the Year of the Women’s
Right to Vote. The Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum Society’s annual fundraising
ball will feature live music and
entertainment by Doc Scantin’s
Palmettos. Chou Chou will be the DJ
for late night disco. Tickets: all
evening $150 per person; disco
tickets $75 per person. Visit
www.gadsbystavernmuseum.us or
call 703-615-1659.

Cedar Knoll Party. 7-11 p.m. At 9030
Lucia Lane, Alexandria. Wear green
to Cedar Knoll when it’s time to party
with your friends from The Old Town
Boutique District and The Scout
Guide Alexandria. Set to a backdrop
of entertaining tunes from Justin
Trawick and the Common Good, the
Guinness and Irish Whiskey will flow
and the Irish-inspired food will
delight. Admission includes heavy
hors d’oeuvres served throughout the
night and two drink tickets worth a
cocktail or wine apiece. Tickets are
$44 each and includes all taxes, fees
and service charges.
Reservations@cedarknollva.com

The Valleys Wild. 7:30 p.m. at George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria.
Alexandria Choral Society presents
The Valleys Wild, a nature-centric
concert. Following the reception, ACS
will hold its annual gala reception
and silent auction fundraiser. $20/
adults, $15/senior/student/military,
13 and under free. Visit
www.alexandriachoralsociety.org.

TUESDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 19-24
Spring Book Sale. At Charles E.

Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St., Alexandria. The Friends of the
Beatley Central Library will hold
their spring book sale. Members’
Preview on Tuesday, March 19, 4-
8:30 p.m. ($15 memberships
available at the door); Wednesday,
March 20, 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.,
Thursday, March 21, 10 a.m.-8:30
p.m.; Friday, March 22, 10 a.m.-5:30
p.m.; Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, March 24, 1-4:30
p.m. Cost is $3 or less, unless
specifically marked: hardbacks,
paperbacks, children’s books and
media items. All genres. Discount
Day on Sunday, March 24. Call 703-
746-1702; www.beatleyfriends.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 19
Writing Family History. 1-3 p.m. at

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. “Tell
Your Ancestor’s Story by Writing,
Documenting, and Sharing.”
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News

By Jayla Marie McNeill

Capital News Service

T
he General Assembly’s 2019 ses-
sion was a disappointment for
LGBTQ advocates as most legis
lation on health care, marriage

and legal protections on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity failed. But
activists are not giving up.

“I would encourage people not to be dis-
couraged because we are going to be back
next year,” said Bill Harrison, president of
Diversity Richmond, which supports cul-
tural, health and other programs for the
LGBTQ community.

At the start of the legislative session,
LGBTQ activists had high hopes of tackling
a range of issues.

In Virginia, for example, it is legal for a
business or public institution to discrimi-
nate against people in housing or employ-
ment or to deny or limit health insurance
on the basis of sexual identity or sexual ori-
entation. Moreover, while the U.S. Supreme
Court has legalized same-sex marriage in
Virginia and across the country, the Virginia
Constitution and Code of Virginia contain
obsolete language that prohibits such
unions.

This year, 15 bills were introduced in the
General Assembly to address concerns of
interest especially to the LGBTQ commu-
nity. Nearly all of them were killed in com-
mittee or subcommittee.

Del. Debra Rodman, D-Henrico, and Sen.
George Barker D-Fairfax, proposed legisla-
tion to prohibit health insurance companies
from limiting or denying coverage or im-
posing additional costs based on a person’s
gender identity or transgender status. Both
bills died.

Sen. Barbara Favola, D-Arlington, and
Democratic Dels. Kenneth Plum of Fairfax
and Cheryl Turpin of Virginia Beach pro-
posed adding gender, disability, gender
identity and sexual orientation to the state’s
definition of hate crimes. None of those
proposals made it out of committee.

Turpin said she is “disappointed” that her
hate crimes bill did not advance, but she
intends to continue to push for LGBTQ
rights. “I believe that we need to continue
to fight for the LGBTQ community, and I
will continue to do so,” Turpin said. “I be-
lieve that HB 2684 is good for the common-
wealth and is the will of my district.”

In 2006, Virginia voters approved a con-
stitutional amendment that defined mar-
riage as “a union between one man and one
woman” and prohibited the commonwealth

from recognizing same-sex marriages. That
language still exists even though it has been
invalidated by the U.S. Supreme Court’s
2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges.

Democratic Sens. Adam Ebbin of Alexan-
dria and John Edwards of Roanoke pro-
posed a constitutional amendment to repeal
the 2006 amendment. Their proposal failed
on a tie vote in the Senate Committee on
Privileges and Elections.

“It is unfortunate that the General Assem-
bly failed to pass marriage equality legisla-
tion and a constitutional amendment that I
and Sen. Ebbin introduced,” Edwards said.
“I plan to keep bringing this legislation back
until it passes.”

Ebbin and Edwards also introduced leg-
islation to repeal the statutory prohibitions
on same-sex marriages and civil unions in
the Code of Virginia. Their measure was
defeated in the Senate Courts of Justice
Committee on a 7-8 vote.

For the fourth consecutive year, Del. Mark
Levine, D-Alexandria, sponsored a bill to
outlaw discrimination in employment,
housing, banking, insurance and certain
other areas on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.

His bill bounced from one House com-
mittee to another and never received a hear-
ing.

“I think it is wrong,” Levine said. “To
refuse to hear a bill is undemocratic. I think
it is a violation of what our system is about.”

Levine speculates that Republican lead-
ers wanted to avoid voting on bills related
to LGBTQ equality.

“This is a subject that Republicans are
very uncomfortable about. I think the en-

tirety of my Democratic Caucus would sup-
port this measure,” Levine said. “I’m going
to offer this bill every year until it becomes
law.” In total, of the 15 bills regarding
LGBTQ rights, only one won approval from
the General Assembly. HB 1979, introduced
by Del. Richard Sullivan, D-Arlington,
passed 63-36 in the House and 28-12 in the
Senate. It now goes to Gov. Ralph Northam
for his signature.

The measure updates Virginia’s surrogacy,
assisted conception and adoption laws by
providing gender-neutral terminology and
clarifying the surrogacy process. The bill
would allow “an unmarried individual to
be an intended parent paralleling the abil-
ity of an unmarried individual to adopt
under the adoption statutes.”

“I am glad that both chambers of the Gen-
eral Assembly passed this important bill on
a bipartisan basis, affording same-sex
couples and intended single parents the
same rights as heterosexual couples wish-
ing to start or grow their family through
surrogacy,” Sullivan said.

“Family equality is at the heart of this bill,
and I look forward to the governor signing
it into law.”

Harrison, who has been an advocate for
the gay community since the 1970s, sees a
certain degree of bipartisan support for
LGBTQ equality but also hesitation among
“top Republican leadership” to pass legisla-
tion. “I think the day of only Democrats
being on our side has passed. We have had
some extremely vocal Republican advocates
this year,” Harrison said.

“We will prevail. It is a matter of time,
but we will prevail.”

LGBTQ Advocates Dismayed But Undaunted
... by legislative
defeats.

Levine Sullivan

By Caitlin Morris

Capital News Service

T
he Virginia General Assembly
passed a bill to expand revenge
porn laws to include realistic fake

images.
In 2014, Virginia outlawed the dissemi-

nation of explicit photos or videos without
the consent of the person seen in the im-
ages. The images may have been originally
shared in agreement between both parties,
but in cases of revenge porn, get posted
online by people seeking to embarrass the
victim. “They put them on a website with
the intent to coerce, harass or maliciously

hurt those folks,” said Del. Marcus B. Simon,
D-Fairfax.

Simon introduced HB 2678 to protect vic-
tims of an emerging trend known as
“deepfakes.” These realistically fabricated
images and videos are becoming more com-
mon as modern software develops and so-
cial media creates easier access to images.

“These days you don’t even need to actu-
ally have photos like that — of the person,
in your possession … all you have to have
are pictures of their face,” Simon said. “You
can use artificial intelligence to wrap that
on the body.”

Roughly 10 million Americans have been
threatened with or become victims of re-

venge porn. Women are twice as likely to
be threatened by men, according to a 2016
study by the Data and Society Research In-
stitute. “The non-consensual dissemination
of intimate photos or videos is not just hu-
miliating for victims, but it can also carry
significant emotional, psychological and
even financial repercussions,” Simon said.

In a 2015 study from the Cyber Civil
Rights Initiative, 51 percent of victims of
revenge porn indicated that they had con-
sidered committing suicide, and 39 percent
said the crime affected their career and pro-
fessional lives. Ninety percent of victims,
according to the same group, are women.

Revenge porn laws now exist in 41 states

and Washington, D.C., but according to
Simon’s team, HB 2678 is “one of the first
of its kind in the country.”

The bill adds language to existing law that
includes protection for victims when their
image is used in the creation, adaptation
or modification of a video or picture. Viola-
tors of the law could be charged with a Class
1 misdemeanor, which carries a sentence
of up to a year in jail and a $2,500 fine.

“Deepfakes are yet another malicious tool
used to harass and terrorize individuals,
who are most often women,” Simon said.

If signed by the governor, the “deepfake”
cyber harassment bill will go into effect July
1.

General Assembly Expands Revenge Porn Law

By Ben Burstein

Capital News Service

L
andowners fighting to keep their
property from being taken by pipe-
line building companies will con-

tinue footing the legal bills after two bills
failed in the House.

Sen. Chap Petersen, D-Fairfax, said he
introduced the bills to give landowners who

don’t want pipeline construction on their
land a fair chance against Dominion, Duke
Energy, Piedmont Natural Gas, Southern
Gas and other companies involved in the
Atlantic Coast Pipeline.

SB 1404 would have required pipeline
companies to pick the costs incurred by
homeowners in eminent domain legal
battles.

SB 1403 sought to amend state law and

require the entities acquiring the property
to pay all costs of court proceedings. It also
would have required pipeline companies to
provide compensation for homeowners. The
compensation would have been at least 25
percent more than the company’s initial
offer for the land. Because the pipeline
project was approved by the Federal Energy
Regulation Commission, the companies may
invoke eminent domain — a right given to

the government to take property for public
use — if landowners refuse to accept com-
pensation for their property.

“The pipeline companies have all the
power, in the General Assembly and in con-
demning the property of small landowners,”
Petersen stated after the bills failed. “My
bills would have leveled the playing field
in a small way. The House just missed it.
We’ll be back.”

Bills to Protect Landowners in Pipeline Cases Fail
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Crime

delivering pizzas in the area when he
was approached by a man who dis-
played a handgun and demanded
money.  The man took his personal be-
longings as well as the pizza then ran
away.  The man is described as black,
approximately 20 years old, 6’0”, with a
slim build, wearing dark clothing and a
bandana covering his face.

BURGLARY: 3900 block of Gibbs
street, March 2, 5:45 p.m.  Homeowners
found their kitchen window open and
personal items missing from the home.

ROBBERY: 6300 Richmond High-
way (Wells Fargo), March 3, 2:20 a.m.
A woman approached the ATM outside
of Wells Fargo to withdraw money.  A
man walked up, grabbed her and de-
manded the money.  The woman was
able to get away from the man and he
walked away as she fled in her car. The
man is described as black, 20-25 years
old, 6’3”, with a skinny build wearing all
dark clothing.

ROBBERY: 6327 South Kings High-
way (7-Eleven), Feb. 27, 11:57 p.m. A
man entered the 7-Eleven with a gun
and demanded money.  The suspect
then took the money and ran away on
foot.  The suspect was black, in his 20s,
wearing a mask, black hooded
sweatshirt and black jeans.

ROBBERY: 4200 block of Buckman
Road, Feb. 25, 11:08 p.m. A pizza deliv-
ery driver was delivering pizzas in the
area when he was approached by a man
who displayed a handgun and de-
manded money.  The man took his
personal belongings as well as the pizza
then ran away on foot. The man is de-
scribed as black, approximately 20 years
old, wearing a black mask and a light-
colored hooded sweatshirt.

ROBBERY: 8200 block of Keeler
Street, Feb. 26 7:22 p.m. The victim met
with two men to sell two pair of shoes.
The two men displayed guns and ran
away with the shoes.  The first man is
described as black, 16-20 years old, with
a goatee, wearing a gray hooded
sweatshirt and black jacket.  The second
man is described as black and wearing
a burgundy jacket.

ROBBERY: 2600 block of Arlington
Drive, Feb. 22, 10:27 a.m. A man was
sleeping in his car when he woke up to
a man tapping on his window. He saw
two men, one was holding a gun and the
other held a knife.

The men forced him out of his car,
assaulted him and took his money be-
fore they ran away.

The first suspect is described as black,
20-30 years old, 6’1”, heavy build, with
dreadlocks, wearing a dark hooded
sweatshirt, jeans and boots.  The second
suspect is described as black, 20-30
years old, 5’10”, average build, with a
goatee, wearing a red shirt, dark jacket,
jeans and boots.

TRAFFIC PURSUIT: 8400 block of
Frye Road, Feb. 24, 10:14 p.m. An of-
ficer saw a car being driven erratically
and tried to conduct a traffic stop. As the
officer walked up to the car, the driver
drove away and refused to stop until
reaching his home. A 51-year-old man
from Alexandria was arrested for driv-
ing while under the influence, refusal of
a breath test, eluding and resisting ar-
rest.

ROBBERY: 8200 block of Russell

Road, Feb. 21, 11 p.m. Two men were
standing outside an apartment building
when two other men approached them
wearing masks. One of the masked men
displayed a gun and demanded money.
Money was taken and one of the victims
was assaulted before the suspects ran
away on foot.  The first suspect is de-
scribed as black, 20-23 years-old, 5’10”,
slim build, wearing a dark jacket, jeans
and a mask.  The second suspect is de-
scribed as black, 20-23 years-old, 6’1”,
slim build, wearing a dark jacket, jeans
and a mask.

ROBBERY: 3400 block of Holly Hill
Road, Feb. 20, 10:22 p.m. A pizza deliv-
ery driver was delivering pizzas in the
area when he was approached by a man
who displayed a handgun and de-
manded money.  The man took his
personal belongings and the pizza and
ran away on foot.  The man is described
as black, 25-30 years old, 5’10”, slim
build, wearing a mask and dark cloth-
ing.

ROBBERY: 8100 block of Keeler
Street, Feb. 15, 9:52 p.m. A man met the
suspect to sell a pair of shoes. Three
additional suspects showed up and one
displayed a knife. The suspects took the
shoes and ran away on foot.

BURGLARY: 7000 block of Whet-
stone Road, Feb. 15, 12:30 p.m. The
homeowner found their garage door
open and personal items missing from
the home.

MARCH 4
LARCENIES
2600 block of Arlington Drive, cell

phone from residence
8700 block of Bradgate Road, prop-

erty from residence
3700 block of Huntley Meadows

Lane, jewelry from residence
6200 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7400 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8100 block of Richmond Highway,

license plates from vehicle
8600 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
STOLEN VEHICLES
6000 block of Monticello Road, 1999

Chevrolet Express 3500 van

MARCH 1
LARCENIES
2400 block of Fairhaven Avenue,

merchandise from business
5900 block of Mount Eagle Drive, bi-

cycle from residence
4300 block of Neptune Drive, bicycle

from residence
7600 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
3900 block of Woodhue Place, license

plate from vehicle

FEB. 28
LARCENIES
2800 block of Beacon Hill Road, mer-

chandise from business
1800 block of Old Richmond High-

way, license plates from vehicles
6200 block of Richmond Highway,

cell phone from location

FEB. 27
LARCENIES

2500 block of Parkers Lane, watch
from residence

FEB. 26
LARCENIES
2400 block of Elba Court, wallet from

vehicle
8200 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business

FEB. 25
LARCENIES
8000 block of Ashboro Drive, cell

phone and jacket from residence
8100 block of Brown Court, guns

from residence
8000 block of Fordson Road, tires

from vehicle
6200 block of Richmond Highway,

sodas from business
6700 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

cash from vehicle
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

tools from business
7900 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8800 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8200 block of Russell Road, purse

from location
3100 block of Southgate Drive, wal-

let from residence

FEB. 22
LARCENIES
3000 block of Furman Lane, purse

from location
3500 block of Memorial Street, cover

from vehicle
8400 block of Riverside Road, prop-

erty from school

FEB 21
LARCENIES
8100 block of Brown Court, gun from

residence
6100 block of North Kings Highway,

merchandise from business

FEB. 19
LARCENIES
7900 block of Avery Park Court, li-

cense plate from vehicle
1700 block of Gates Street, rabbits

from residence
6200 block of Richmond Highway,

property from business
6200 block of Richmond Highway,

wallet from location
6300 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7300 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7400 block of Richmond

Highway,liquor from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

generator from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

tools from business
7800 block of Richmond Highway,

cigarettes from business
8800 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8200 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8200 block of Russell Road, cell

phone from location
8200 block of Russell Road, wine

from business
8700 block of Sacramento Drive, beer

from business.

See Bulletin,  Page 18

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THURSDAY/MARCH 7
Garden Club. 9:30 a.m.-noon at Mt.

Vernon Yacht Club, 4817 Tarpon
Lane. Members of all neighborhoods
are invited to join the Yacht Haven
Garden Club. Join in learning more

about floral design as well as
horticulture. Meetings are the first
Thursday of the month, September-
May. Email pmuchello@aol.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 8
Paving and Restriping Meeting.

6:30 p.m. At Franconia
Governmental Center, 6121
Franconia Road, Alexandria. The
Fairfax County Department of
Transportation is planning to host

community meetings in every district
of the county this spring with the
Virginia Department of
Transportation to discuss proposed
2019 paving and restriping projects.
State and county agencies coordinate
restriping efforts to address safety
issues for motorists, bicyclists and
pedestrians through the creation of
bike lanes, parking lanes, crosswalks
and more. Visit

Bulletin Board
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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No Spring in
My Future Step

From Page 8

Bulletin Board

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2019-
paving-and-restriping.

SATURDAY/MARCH 9
Office Hours. Mount Vernon District Supervisor

Dan Storck will host Saturday office hours.
Email mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov.

❖ 9-11:30 a.m.at Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton.

❖ 12:30-3 p.m. at the Mount Vernon district office,
2511 Parkers Lane, Mount Vernon.

Alexandria River Clean-Up. 3:30-5:30 p.m. At
Mt Vernon Trail, halfway between Belle Haven
Park and Old Town Alexandria. Volunteers are
needed to focus on the big picture: bottles, large
items that have washed up etc, and to focus on
the small bits: broken up pieces of styrofoam
and plastic and the copious straws and bottle
caps. Park at the north end of Belle Haven Park
(furthest from the entrance) and walk north
towards Old Town. Contact organizers: Karena
Thek and John Herbert at
karena23@icloud.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 11
FCCPTA Listening Tour. 7-9 p.m. at Mount

Vernon High School, 8515 Old Mt. Vernon
Road. FCCPTA Listening Tour Meetings are
designed to bring parents and PTA leaders
together to share thoughts, questions, and
concerns on FCPS and the PTA. Visit
www.fccpta.org for more.

TUESDAY/MARCH 12
Try Girl Scouts. 6-7 p.m. At Stratford Landing

Elementary, 8484 Riverside Road, Fort Hunt.
Girl Scout Info Night. Girls and Parents are
invited to come and make new friends and learn
about Girl Scouts. Free. Visit http://
www.gscnc.org/

SM-1 at Fort Belvoir Meeting. 6:30 p.m. At
South County Government Center, 8350
Richmond Hwy., Room 221, Alexandria. About
the decommissioning and dismantling of the
deactivated SM-1 at Fort Belvoir.   Call 410-962-
2809.

be planning meetings with lawyers, advo-
cates, and police representatives in order
to successfully address this issue next year.

During the interim I also represent the
Senate on several committees and commis-
sions that recommend policy to the Gen-
eral Assembly and oversee current state
programs. These include the Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Commission, which
promotes and allocates funding for regional
transportation; the School Readiness Com-
mittee, which oversees the professional de-
velopment and credentialing of early edu-
cation professionals; and the Commission
on Economic Opportunity for Virginians in
Aspiring and Diverse Communities.

Additionally, I have begun researching
and meeting with stakeholders to vet new
legislative ideas for next year. I recommend
that constituents reach out to my office in
the spring and early summer with legisla-
tion to consider or issues to address so that
my staff and I have time to do the research
and drafting of bills on their behalf.

Despite the upheaval from painful distrac-
tions during the legislative session, we were
able to adopt a fiscally sound budget and
pass compromise legislation on several
major issues. As we continue to wrestle with
the issues brought to light during this ses-
sion, and head into the contentious cam-
paign season, we must always remember
that our job is to represent the best inter-
ests of Virginia.

More Funds

News

From Page 17
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 
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